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Gallery: Ukraine fights on as Russia presses attack on east (Reuters)

A local resident looks at grass that is on fire after a shelling near the town of
Bakhmut, Donetsk region Ukraine, June 12. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich.

Experts work in a crater after a Russian missile strike in the town of Pokrovsk, in
Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 15. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



Ukrainian servicemen ride BMP-1 infantry fighting vehicle in Donetsk region,
Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich

People ride in a trolleybus near a shell from a multiple rocket launch system in
Bakhmut, Ukraine., June 13. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



A man comforts a woman, who reacts following recent shelling at the central Maisky
market in Donetsk, Ukraine, June 13. REUTERS/Stringer

A damaged tram is pictured at a shelled tram depot in Kharkiv, Ukraine, June 15.
REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado



Workers bury the casket containing the body of Evgeny Khrapko, a combat medic and
instructor of tactical medicine who was killed on a mission, after his farewell

ceremony in Kharkiv, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado

Local residents stand near building destroyed by a Russian missile strike in the town
of Pokrovsk, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 15. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



Drawings and letters sent by children of Ukrainian soldiers serving in the trenches
are pictured in the mess area of a trench, in Mykolaiv region, Ukraine, June 12.

REUTERS/Edgar Su

Destroyed Russian tanks and vehicles are seen in a field in Mykolaiv region, Ukraine,
June 12. REUTERS/Edgar Su



Ukrainian servicemen carry a coffin with the body of Ruslan Ferenci, 41, their
comrade who was killed in combat, during a funeral ceremony in Uzhhorod,

Zakarpattia region, Ukraine, June 15. REUTERS/Serhii Hudak

A Ukrainian service member walks at a position on the front line, near the town of
New York, Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



A man pulls a cart at the shelled Barabashovo market in Kharkiv, Ukraine, June 12.
REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado

Local residents walk in front of an apartment building destroyed in a missile strike in
Bakhmut, Ukraine, June 13. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



Mechanics repair a Ukrainian tank at a workshop in Mykolaiv region, Ukraine, June
12. REUTERS/Edgar Su

A Ukrainian soldier exits a tunnel along a trench-line, in Mykolaiv region, Ukraine,
June 12. REUTERS/Edgar Su



A building destroyed by Russian military strike in the town of Dobropillia, in Donetsk
region, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich

A dog is seen near his building destroyed by a Russian military strike in the town of
Dobropillia, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



Expended cartridges are seen at a Ukrainian position on the front line, near the town
of New York, Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich

Ukrainian service members fire a BM-21 Grad multiple rocket launch system near the
town of Bakhmut, Donetsk region Ukraine, June 12. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



A Ukrainian service members eat at a position on the front line near the town of New
York, Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich

Ukrainian servicemen ride a BMP-1 infantry fighting vehicle, in Donetsk region,
Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



A man rides a bicycle in front of buildings destroyed by Russian military strikes in the
town of Dobropillia, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich

A Ukrainian service member walks at a position on the front line near the town of
New York, Donetsk region, Ukraine, June 14. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich



Ukraine's Zelensky Visits Bombarded Southern City as Russia Moves to Cut Off
Targets in East
Thomas Grove, Mauro Orru - The Wall Street Journal

MYKOLAYIV, Ukraine—The battle for control of the Donbas area of eastern Ukraine
is escalating, with Ukrainian forces fighting to prevent Russian troops from seizing
Severodonetsk, the regional governor said, while Moscow continues to target other
cities with missile strikes, disrupting the Ukrainian war effort.

STRINGER/REUTERS Ukraine's Zelensky Visits Bombarded Southern City as Russia
Moves to Cut Off Targets in East



Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky visited the city of Mykolayiv, a southern
port, where he spoke with regional officials and visited a hospital a day after several
missiles struck a residential district.

At the site of the blast, not far from the city center, dozens of people gathered to
collect plastic and wooden boards to protect their apartments that had been stripped
of roofs and balconies, their windows blown out by the impact. Two people died in the
attack, local officials said.

“It was cold last night,” said Violeta Bitkova, 45, who stayed the night in her
bombed-out apartment on Kirova Street. “God forbid it rains.”
She added: “I was across the street and heard the explosion. The ground literally
shook.”

The main focus of the fighting remains Severodonetsk, a strategic target for the
Russian forces in Donbas. The standoff there could prove decisive in determining the
success of Russia’s broader offensive in the east after Moscow failed in its initial
attempt to quickly seize the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, in February.

Russian forces have tried to capitalize on their numerical advantage in artillery,
though Western-supplied howitzers and mobile missile systems are now making their
way to Ukraine’s front lines as the country’s leaders plead for more assistance from
Europe and the U.S.

Serhiy Haidai, the Ukrainian governor of Luhansk, one of two regions that comprise
Donbas, on Saturday said Ukrainian forces had repeatedly beat back Russian
attempts to extend control.

“The hottest point in the area is Severodonetsk, where street fights are ongoing,” Mr.
Haidai said in an update on Facebook. He also pointed to worsening fighting in the
surrounding towns as Russia tries to press its advantage.

The U.K.’s Ministry of Defense said Russian forces were likely trying to push further
south from their positions in Izyum, to the northwest of Severodonetsk, in a bid to
envelop the city and its surrounding area and that civilians had dwindling options to
escape the area after a series of bridges were knocked out.

A Russian missile strike hit the central Poltava region’s Kremenchuk oil refinery, the
regional governor said early Saturday, warning local residents to remain in shelters.

Russia’s Ministry of Defense said Moscow had targeted oil-refining and fuel-storage
facilities in Kremenchuk and the Luhansk-area city of Lysychansk that were meant to
supply Ukrainian forces in Donbas.

In another development, Russian state news agency RIA Novosti on Saturday cited an
unnamed law-enforcement source as saying that Ukrainian operatives had attempted
to assassinate Yevgeny Sobolev, the head of the prison service in the
Russian-occupied southern region of Kherson.



The operatives had planted an explosive device targeting Mr. Sobolev’s car, RIA
Novosti reported, but he survived and was taken to the hospital with a wound.
Ukraine didn’t comment on the claims.

Mr. Zelensky, meanwhile, sought to expand on Kyiv’s ties to the rest of Europe,
saying in a Friday evening address that Ukraine was “now one step from the
beginning of full-fledged integration with the European Union.”

On Friday, the European Union’s executive arm recommended that member states
make Ukraine a candidate for membership, opening the way for the country to one
day join the trade bloc. It would be a long process, but with support from France and
Germany, there is momentum behind the idea.

EU leaders are set to meet in Brussels next week to decide whether to approve the
commission’s recommendation, though some are wary of enlarging the bloc.

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Friday said he didn’t object to Ukraine joining
the EU, which he described as an economic union, rather than a political
organization such as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

But the Russian leader didn’t offer any fresh opening for a negotiated end to the
conflict in his remarks at an investment forum in St. Petersburg. He instead used the
event to criticize the West for failing to recognize the rise of new power blocs since
the end of the Cold War and warned that Western sanctions on Moscow had backfired,
creating a growing inflationary problem in Europe.

The United Nations’ human rights agency Friday said that it had recorded at least
4,509 civilian deaths in Ukraine since Russia invaded the country in late February,
but warned that actual figures could be much higher.

The Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights said that at least 5,585
people were injured between the early hours of Feb. 24 and midnight on June 16.
That brings the total number of recorded civilian casualties—those killed and
injured—in the country to 10,094.

“Most of the civilian casualties recorded were caused by the use of explosive
weapons with a wide impact area, including shelling from heavy artillery and
multiple launch rocket systems, and missile and airstrikes,” the agency said.

The U.N. cautioned that it needs to corroborate figures from areas that have seen
intense fighting, such as Severodonetsk and the southeastern port city of Mariupol,
meaning that the true figures could be considerably higher.

Putin ‘threatens action’ against ex-Soviet states if they defy Russia
Zaina Alibhai - Metro



Vladimir Putin has issued a thinly-veiled threat to former Soviet Union countries –
warning they could share the same fate as Ukraine for defying Russia.

Metro Vladimir Putin’s words came after Kazakhstan denied the independence of
Donetsk and Luhansk (Picture: Getty)

The Russian President made clear he would not hesitate to take the same action
against them should they turn against the Kremlin, and would no longer ‘be allies’
with the country.

Mr Putin’s comments followed those of the president of Kazakhstan, who had
described the pro-Russian regions of Donetsk and Luhansk in the Donbas as
‘quasi-states territories’.

As Kassym-Jomart Tokayev sat metres away from him at the St Petersburg Economic
Forum, he claimed Kazakhstan – which left the USSR in 1991 – was part of
‘historic Russia’.

‘What is the Soviet Union? This is historic Russia,’ Mr Putin said, before praising
Kazakhstan as a brotherly nation.
‘The same thing could have happened with Ukraine, absolutely, but they wouldn’t be
our allies.’

The words were interpreted as a ‘clear threat’, with a Kazakhstan-based expert
claiming the Russian president had been humiliated by Mr Tokayev, and so was
‘making him aware that Kazakhstan may be Russia’s next prey’, according to The
Telegraph.

Another commented: ‘He’s saying that if you are good neighbors, that’s fine. But if
you step out of line and go pro-West, we can conquer your land because it’s ours.’

https://metro.co.uk/tag/russia/?ico=auto_link_news_P4_LNK1
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2022/06/18/vladimir-putins-veiled-threat-ex-soviet-states-part-historic/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2022/06/18/vladimir-putins-veiled-threat-ex-soviet-states-part-historic/


Metro The Russian president’s comments came at during the St Petersburg Economic
Forum (Picture: Getty)

At the same conference in St Petersburg, Mr Putin said he anticipated Russia and
Ukraine would restore relations after the ‘special military operation’ had concluded.
‘Sooner or later, the situation will return to normal,’ he added, during a Q&A session
with Mr Tokayev.

It is not the first time Kazakhstan has denied the independence of Donetsk and
Luhansk, with its foreign minister, Mukhtar Tileuberdi, doing so in March.
The Kremlin has been accusing Kazakhstan – along with both Ukraine and Georgia
– of hosting US biological laboratories.

The international community has long-feared that Mr Putin wants to regain control of
former Soviet states, particularly those that are not members of NATO, such as
Moldova and Georgia.

In the midst of his war in Ukraine in April, Russia’s key military official shared its
plan to expand its takeover of the Donbas region into southern Ukraine to provide
corridors to Moldova – specifically Transnistria, a region claimed by Russian
separatists – and Crimea

China and Russia Alarm Japan With Navy Drills South of Tokyo
Thomas Kika - Newsweek



Vasily Batanov/AFP via Getty Images

Japan went on high alert earlier this week after numerous warships spotted south of
Tokyo indicated an increased presence of Russian and Chinese forces near the
country's territory.

Seven Russian warships were spotted moving southward off the coast of Japan's
northmost island, Hokkaido, on Thursday and Friday, according to the Japan Times,
passing by the uninhabited Izu Islands.

Japan's Joint Staff confirmed that the foreign vessels were monitored by ships and
aircraft from the Maritime Self-Defense Force.

Prior to Thursday, Russian warships had not been spotted near Japanese waters since
October. At that time, a total of 10 vessels from Russia and China were spotted
making their way around the country, raising alarms about the foreign countries
operating near Japan.

Later, on Friday morning, nine more Russian vessels were spotted around Cape Soya,
near the northernmost point of Hokkaido. Despite the concern, none of the warships
spotted last week were found to have actually entered Japanese waters and were not
observed taking any dangerous actions.

Russian forces had previously announced plans to run large-scale training drills in
the Pacific Ocean with 40 warships. Japan's Defense Ministry noted the possibility
that the 16 ships spotted near the country's waters might have been taking part in
those drills. As of Saturday, however, this had not been confirmed.

The Joint Staff also announced that, around the same time, two Chinese missile
destroyers were spotted passing through the seas of Japan, heading from the
Tsushima Strait to the Okhotsk Sea.

Newsweek reached out to the Japanese Defense Ministry for comment.

https://www.newsweek.com/watch-russia-fires-cruise-missiles-off-coast-japan-1698041


Tension ran high between Japan and Russia as recently as the end of April, when the
latter warned of potential retaliation if Japanese and American vessels continued to
run naval exercises near Russian waters.

The statement, made by Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Morgulov, came in
response to reports that the U.S. Marine Corps was planning to run its largest-ever
drills with Japan in September and October, known as "Resolute Dragon,” with more
than 4,000 military members potentially taking place.

"We see such actions by the Japanese side as a threat to the security of our country,”
Morgulov told the state-owned newswire RIA Novosti.
"We directly warn Tokyo about this through diplomatic channels. They should be
prepared for the fact that if such practices expand, Russia will take retaliatory
measures in the interests of strengthening its defense capabilities.”

Japan and the U.S., prior to this statement from Russia, had held around 10 joint
naval drills in the wake of the invasion of Ukraine.

Russians 'surrender weapons' after Ukraine troops 'capture them on battlefield'
Sabrina Johnson - Metro

Footage of Russian soldiers who allegedly surrendered their weapons after being
captured by Ukrainian forces has been shared online.

Provided by Metro Many of the soldiers were blindfolded and had their hands tied
The clip, posted on the social media platform Telegram, reportedly shows a group of
14 defeated Russian soldiers.

They were allegedly taken prisoner by the Ukrainian army during intense fighting in
the country’s eastern region, not far from the city of Sievierodonetsk, the Daily
Express reports.

In the footage, the captured soldiers can be seen sitting on the ground by the side of a
road.

https://www.newsweek.com/russia-japan-retaliatory-measures-us-naval-exercises-1700980
https://www.newsweek.com/ukraine-mykhailo-podolyak-russia-weapons-france-zelensky-six-months-1717118
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1627775/Vladimir-Putin-Russia-surrender-forces-military-Ukraine-Luhansk-east-Zelensky-video-vn
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1627775/Vladimir-Putin-Russia-surrender-forces-military-Ukraine-Luhansk-east-Zelensky-video-vn


The majority are blindfolded and have their hands tied, some appear also appear to
be wounded.

The footage, which has not been independently verified, comes as Luhansk continues
to experience heavy bombardment from Russian forces.

Serhiy Gaidai, the governor of Luhansk, said Vladimir Putin was sending in extra
soldiers to the region in a bid to seize the city of Sievierodonetsk.
‘Today, tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow, they will throw in all the reserves they
have, because there are so many of them there already, they’re at critical mass,’ he
said.

Metro Some of the soldiers appeared to be wounded

Ukrainian armed forces attempting to defend Sieverodonetsk have suffered setbacks
with Russian forces successfully encroaching on the outskirts of the city.

Ukrainian MP Ivanna Klympush-Tsintzadze told Sky News that the country was losing
territory and at risk of defeat in its eastern battle unless more weapons arrived.
She added that Ukraine’s military resources were outnumbered 10-1 by Russia.

The call for help comes as Moscow’s separatists claimed to have captured Toshkivka,
a town on the mostly Ukrainian-held western bank of the Siverskyi Donets river, south
of Sievierodonetsk.

Ukraine acknowledged that Moscow had success in Toshkivka and said the Russians
were trying to gain a foothold there to make a breakthrough into the wider,
Ukrainian-held pocket of the eastern Donbas region.

It also confirmed a Russian claim to have captured Metyolkine on Sievierodonetsk’s
eastern outskirts.

Oleksander Stryuk, the mayor of Sievierodonetsk said Russian forces controlled about
two-thirds of the city, including most residential areas, and Moscow kept throwing
forces at the Ukrainians in an attempt to take over completely.



79 years after a brutal battle to oust the Japanese, a remote piece of US territory is
the center of attention again
Benjamin Brimelow (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

AP Photo/US Navy US soldiers and equipment land on the beach at Massacre Bay on
Attu Island, May 26, 1943.

In May 1943, US soldiers launched a brutal fight to retake the islands of Attu and
Kiska from the Japanese. The remote islands, part of Alaska's Aleutian chain, were
important for operations in the Pacific.

Now, with the US focusing more on the Pacific and the Arctic, Alaska has renewed
military importance.

On May 11, 1943, American soldiers began landing on the island of Attu, which,
along with the neighboring island of Kiska, had been seized by Japanese troops a
year earlier.

Attu is the westernmost point in Alaska's Aleutian Island chain, some 1,500 miles
from Anchorage. Its occupation by Japan was the first time since the War of 1812 that
US territory had been seized by a foreign power.

The Japanese troops who landed on the islands were the northernmost arm of a
larger operation that included the forces sent to attack and occupy Midway Island in
the Central Pacific. Having turned back the Japanese advance, the US sent a massive
force to retake the islands in mid-1943.

Instead of the three days of fighting that the Americans expected, the battle for Attu
turned into a three-week slog.

Now, 79 years later, the Aleutian Islands and Alaska have renewed importance for the
US, as the increasing accessibility of the Arctic is making the region a venue for
competition with Russia and China.

Aleutian Islands campaign



Wikimedia Commons US military bases in the Aleutians as of August 1942.

Japan seized Kiska and Attu in June 1942, exactly six months attacking Pearl Harbor.
Their landings were preceded by air raids on nearby Dutch Harbor, which killed 43
US personnel and destroyed 11 planes.

Japan's goals in the Aleutians were twofold: distract the Americans before the
planned invasion of Midway and prevent them from using the sparsely populated
islands as forward outposts.

Within months of arriving, the Japanese had deployed thousands of troops to the
islands and built fortifications and critical infrastructure, including bunkers and
tunnels. Harbor facilities and an airstrip were also built on Kiska.

The US military increased its footprint in Alaska when it realized the importance of
the area and its lack of defenses there. When Kiska and Attu were seized, Alaska
Defense Command had just 24,000 troops at its disposal. By January 1943, it had
94,000.

By the end of February 1943, US troops had landed on nearby islands and built
airfields from which to conduct bombing raids on Attu and Kiska. By mid-March, a
US Navy blockade had cut the Japanese garrisons off from resupply and
reinforcement.

On April 1, US commanders authorized the invasion of Attu. Dubbed "Operation
Landcrab," the objective was to defeat the smaller Japanese garrison on Attu before
turning to Kiska.

'Attacking a pillbox by way of a tightrope'



AP Photo US soldiers with guns and grenades close in on Japanese troops in dugouts
on Attu Island in June 1943.

The first landings on May 11, which were preceded by air and naval bombardment,
were unopposed, leading many to believe victory was imminent.

In fact, the garrison of more than 2,500 Japanese troops had prepared defenses
farther inland and waited for the Americans to advance before ambushing them in
small groups — a preview of what American troops would face on Iwo
Jima and Okinawa a year later.

Making matters worse, the Americans soon found that they were fighting two enemies,
the Japanese and the weather. Attu is covered in fog, rain, or snow for about 250 days
of the year, with winds up to 120 mph.

Many US troops were without appropriate winter gear and suffered frostbite,
gangrene, and trench foot. "It was rugged,” Lt. Donald E. Dwinnell said.
"The whole damned deal was rugged, like attacking a pillbox by way of a tightrope …
in winter.”

The Americans pressed on, seizing the high ground and pushing the Japanese into a
few areas along the shore.

https://www.businessinsider.com/battles-of-iwo-jima-okinawa-made-us-reconsider-japan-invasion-2021-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/battles-of-iwo-jima-okinawa-made-us-reconsider-japan-invasion-2021-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/wwii-battle-of-okinawa-may-have-prevented-invasion-of-japan-2020-6
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/battle-of-attu-60-years.htm


AP Photo US Army reinforcements land on a beach in Attu, June 23, 1943.

On May 29, with defeat looming, the last Japanese troops able to fight conducted a
massive banzai charge with the goal of seizing high ground, using captured artillery
against American troops, and retreating back to their own fortifications with captured
food and supplies.

In what one American soldier described as "a madness of noise and confusion and
deadliness," some 800 Japanese soldiers penetrated the main American line and
reached rear areas. The fighting was intense and included hand-to-hand combat, but
the Americans rallied and pushed the Japanese back.

By May 30, the Island was secure. At least 2,351 Japanese bodies were recovered and
buried by the Americans. As on other islands recaptured from the Japanese, many
defenders killed themselves rather than accept defeat. Only 28 Japanese soldiers
surrendered.

The fighting was so intense that the Japanese secretly withdrew from Kiska under the
cover of fog and darkness at the end of July. Despite the Japanese departure, US and
Canadian troops still took casualties from booby traps, friendly fire, and the harsh
environment when they landed on Kiska in mid-August.

In total, 549 US soldiers were killed and 1,148 wounded during the Aleutian
Campaign.

Newfound importance

https://taskandpurpose.com/history/wwii-battle-empty-island-left-300-dead-wounded/


US Coast Guard photo by Ensign Bridget Boyle US Coast Guard cutter Bertholf
trailing Chinese navy ships in international waters in the Bering Sea, August 30,

2021.

Given its proximity to the Soviet Union, Alaska remained important during the Cold
War, especially for air and missile defense, but memories of the World War II
campaign largely faded over the following decades.

Today, with the US reorienting toward great-power competition, and with the region
growing more accessible, Alaska's significance for military operations is getting
renewed attention, which has been reflected in recent activity there.

In 2007, Russia restarted long-range bomber patrols that sometimes enter the
Alaskan Air Defense Identification Zone, which surrounds the state but is not US
territorial airspace. In 2020, US officials said intercepts of those flights were at the
highest level since the Cold War.

Russian naval activity around Alaska has also increased. A massive drill in 2020 saw
50 Russian warships operating in the US exclusive economic zone, which stretches
some 200 miles from the US coast, where they had run-ins with US fishing vessels.

China has also expressed interest in the Arctic. It has declared itself a "near-Arctic
state” and is growing its icebreaker fleet. Chinese warships operated off Alaska for
the first time in 2015, and four Chinese warships appeared off the Aleutian
Islands again in August 2021.

https://www.businessinsider.com/intercepting-russian-military-flights-around-alaska-are-a-strain-2021-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/intercepting-russian-military-flights-around-alaska-are-a-strain-2021-4
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/us/russia-military-alaska-arctic-fishing.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-parliament-polar/china-pledges-to-build-polar-silk-road-over-2021-2025-idUSKBN2AX09F
https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2021/12/china-build-its-third-arctic-icebreaker
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-coast-guard-shadowed-chinese-warships-near-alaska-2021-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-coast-guard-shadowed-chinese-warships-near-alaska-2021-9


US Special Operations Command With the Cobra Dane radar in the background, US
special-operations troops train with a Stinger missile on Shemya Island, October

2021.

The US military is bolstering its posture in Alaska. The Army has revamped its forces
there, reestablishing the 11th Airborne Division and investing in new equipment and
expanded training.

The Air Force, which has long had the largest Arctic presence of any US service
branch, has added dozens of fifth-generation fighter jets to bases there.

The Marine Corps has expressed interest in increasing its training in Alaska, and the
Navy is looking to build out its operations there with a new deep-water port in Nome.

Alaska's renewed importance extends to the Aleutians. In 2019, US sailors and
Marines trained on Adak Island, which is south of the increasingly busy Bering
Strait and once housed a major US Navy base.

In late 2020, US special operators deployed to Shemya Island — which is closer to
Russia than to the mainland US — to practice "securing key terrain and critical
infrastructure.”

With Arctic ice receding and Russian and Chinese activity increasing, Alaska's
importance for the US military will only grow in the years ahead.

It’s Time to Start Worrying About North Korea Again (Sorry)
Fred Kaplan - Slate

https://www.businessinsider.com/alaska-is-growing-more-valuable-amid-competition-with-russia-china-2021-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/new-alaska-army-unit-extends-reach-in-arctic-and-beyond-2022-6
https://www.businessinsider.com/navy-eod-training-adak-alaska-bering-amid-russia-tensions-2019-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/bering-strait-importance-grows-amid-us-russia-tension-arctic-activity-2020-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/bering-strait-importance-grows-amid-us-russia-tension-arctic-activity-2020-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-special-operations-drills-in-alaska-sweden-show-chokepoint-concern-2021-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-special-operations-drills-in-alaska-sweden-show-chokepoint-concern-2021-11


Slate

While all eyes have been glued on the war in Ukraine, North Korea has been busy.
Kim Jong-un’s weapons scientists have test-launched 31 ballistic missiles so far this
year compared with 25 in all of 2019, which was a record-setter up till then.

On June 5 alone, they fired eight short-range missiles, all successfully, in the space of
a mere 35 minutes. They also seem to be preparing to detonate a nuclear bomb, which
would break a four-year moratorium that they’ve observed on testing nukes.

Yet at the same time, North Korea is in the throes of a COVID crisis, with no vaccines
or mask mandates to counter it. Its closed-border policy of the past two years—put in
place to prevent an outbreak—has triggered a food shortage.

And at a party conclave last week, Kim reshuffled his national-security team,
suggesting…well, it’s not clear what. But one possibility is that it signaled a renewed
appetite for negotiations and possible desire for international assistance, even if some
of his fiery rhetoric suggested otherwise.

Some have seen Kim’s activities—the surge in missile tests, the possible revival of
nuclear tests, the possible gambit for more aid—as a response to our own activities or
as a dramatic way of seeking attention. But more likely, it’s just Kim being Kim,
tossing up his mix of aggressive actions and appeals for help, with the implicit threat
that if he doesn’t get help, he’ll behave more aggressively still.

Back in January 2021, at the 8th Congress of the Korean Workers’ Party, Kim laid
out a policy of retrenchment—an end to his experiments with reform, the re-ascension
of politics over economics, and the re-assertion of power to meet power. Key to this
agenda was an elaborate list of new weapons systems, including nuclear weapons.

Since then, his weapons scientists have been going down the list, ticking off every
project. This started before Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. While the public
rollout of this effort coincided with the defeat of Donald Trump, who saw Kim in an
absurdly rosy light, a 2020 United Nations report concluded that Kim continued his
missile activity, without any slowdown, during Trump’s term. Daniel Sneider, lecturer
of East Asian Studies at Stanford University, told me, “There hasn’t been a shift.”

https://www.38north.org/2022/06/north-korean-covid-19-fever-data-tracker/
https://www.france24.com/en/20200413-north-korea-s-kim-reshuffles-top-governing-body
https://www.38north.org/2021/01/key-results-of-the-eighth-party-congress-in-north-korea-part-2-of-2/
https://www.38north.org/2021/01/key-results-of-the-eighth-party-congress-in-north-korea-part-2-of-2/


The war in Ukraine may have affected Kim’s actions in one sense. The intensifying
hostility between the U.S. and Russia, as well as the continued chill with China, has
widened his latitude.

In May, both Russia and China vetoed a U.N. Security Council resolution that would
have levied more sanctions against North Korea for a recent missile test. Both of
Kim’s main allies have long been ambivalent about his aggressive actions, but they’re
fine with more missile tests if they deepen the insecurity of the U.S. and our allies in
the region.
(Will their attitudes shift if North Korea resumes testing nuclear bombs? The answer,
Sneider says, will tell us “whether Russia and China are still responsible nuclear
powers.”)

None of this much alters North Korea’s ability to attack the United States. They have
tested six intercontinental ballistic missiles this year—not enough for the missiles to
be reliable by American standards, but if Kim’s goal is simply to deter the U.S. from
invading North Korea, he probably has enough.

However, he has been testing a lot more short-range missiles—which could hit South
Korea, Japan, and U.S. military bases in the region—and the newer models, which
are propelled by solid fuel, are more accurate and reliable. Jeffrey Lewis, director of
the East Asia program at the Center for Nonproliferation Studies, finds the pace and
sophistication of these new weapons “a little alarming,” as they suggest Kim may
seem them not merely as deterrents but as weapons he might someday use.

Lewis’ colleague, Jonathan Pollack, says they might be accelerating the program as a
sign of “stress paranoia”—to “show that North Korea isn’t weak, so ‘don’t mess with
us.’”

Either way, the possibility of mutual miscalculation is concerning. Almost
immediately after North Korea rapidly test-fired eight short-range ballistic missiles
earlier this month, the U.S. and South Korea responded by firing eight short-range
ballistic missiles of their own even more rapidly—in the space of 10 minutes—in what
a U.S. diplomat in Seoul called a “swift and forceful response.” Most of us may have
let North Korea drift from our minds, but those in charge of monitoring all threats are
watching carefully and acting promptly.

In this sense, North Korea’s stepped-up aggressiveness may be a separate
miscalculation. In part as a response to these moves, South Korea’s conservative
party was returned to power in elections last month.

While the previous president, Moon Jae-in, was desperate for détente with the north
at almost any price, the new president, Yoon Suk Yol, has no interest in reviving
talks—and is much more keen to solidify South Korea’s alliance with the United
States.

One day before North Korea’s eight-missile-test day, the U.S. and South Korea held
a joint naval exercise for the first time since Trump canceled them back in 2019. The
exercise took place near Okinawa, Japan, quite a distance from North Korea; the

https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/sc14911.doc.htm
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missile tests had to have been planned well before then, so couldn’t be seen as a
reaction. Still, Kim and his advisers—who worked hard to sever ties between
Washington and Seoul while Trump and Moon were in office—surely took notice.

“For the first time, maybe ever, South Korea is viewing the region’s politics in global
terms,” Sneider told me. Its leaders—and also Japan’s, who are also shaken by the
geopolitical shifts—will attend NATO’s summit at the end of the month.

This will be the first time that America’s European and Asian allies have met together
in a security meeting. In this sense, Russia’s and China’s tolerance—even
encouragement—of Kim’s hijinks may have been a miscalculation as well.

Even so, there is at least one intriguingly hopeful sign. At a party conclave last week,
Kim overhauled his national-security team, naming Choe Son Hui as his foreign
minister. Cho is seen as an America specialist; she has taken part in negotiations with
the U.S. and other Western nations before. This could be a sign that Kim is interested
in reviving negotiations.

However, Kim also said at the party congress a year-and-a-half ago that North Korea
would need nuclear weapons “as long as there is imperialism on this planet,” and he
deemed the U.S. as “the biggest enemy” to “the development of our revolution.”

A State Department spokesman said last month, on the eve of Biden’s trip to Asia, that
the president remains “open to dialogue” with North Korea “without preconditions”
as long as the talks were serious.

However, U.S. officials have also said the goal of serious talks must be “complete,
verifiable, irreversible disarmament.” If Biden is still serious about that, and if Kim
still believes he needs nukes as long as imperialism (meaning the United States) is on
this planet, then talks seem rather futile. Maybe one side or the other can budge, but
it’s not clear what would budge them—especially as long as Washington is still
enmeshed in a neo-cold war with both Russia and China.

When Biden took office a year-and-a-half ago, he thought that he could leave behind
the ancient squabbles of the Middle East, restore U.S. ties with a peaceful Europe,
and focus—to the extent foreign policy needed focus—on the new “Indo-Pacific”
alliance with Japan, Australia, and India.

He didn’t anticipate the biggest war in Europe since 1945, Afghanistan’s return to the
dark ages, Iran’s renewed effort to enrich uranium to weapons-grade levels—and
now the resumption of what looks like North Korea’s nuclear quest.

Presidents can try to set their agenda, but the rest of the world—and the world right
now is particularly unruly—gets a vote.

MN
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California teen's death from fentanyl underscores dangers of social media drug
markets
Zach Didier, 17, of California was found dead in his room after taking a
fentanyl-laced pill
Angela Bertorelli - Fox News

It has been over a year since Chris and Laura Didier found their 17-year-old son,
Zach, slumped over his desk inside their home near Sacramento, Calif.

Their son "appeared to be asleep, and when I approached him, I knew something was
horribly wrong,” dad Chris Didier told Fox News, recalling the moment when he
entered his son’s room on Dec. 27, 2020.

"I just felt something dark and something empty — and it haunts me,” he said.

Fearing the worst, Didier did what any father would do — he attempted to bring Zach
back to consciousness.
FENTANYL TEST STRIPS CAN DETECT DEADLY OPIOID HIDDEN IN
RECREATIONAL DRUGS
A former U.S. military service member, Didier used his CPR training to try to revive
Zach while shouting out for his other son, Sam, to call 911.
Medics arrived a short while later and took over the rescue efforts.

Zach Didier was found slumped over his desk by his father after he had taken a
counterfeit Percocet he purchased through Snapchat. The pill turned out to be a lethal
dose of Fentanyl. He died at age 17 in December 2020. (Courtesy of Laura and Zach

Didier)

It was about 10 minutes later when they realized there was nothing more they could
do for the teenager. Dad Chris Didier recalled what happened next.
"I didn't accept that. I said, ‘That's not acceptable,’” he said. "So, I resumed CPR and
I fought as hard as I could to prevent the loss. And sometime later, one of the
responders took me away from Zach.”

The stricken father added, "And that's when it stopped.”
"I know what fentanyl is, but how does that get into my house?”

https://www.foxnews.com/person/b/angela-bertorelli
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https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military


Chris Didier said coroners arrived at his home to examine Zach’s room over the
course of several hours.
"They said, ‘Chris, this is a real mystery,’” he said. "’We — obviously, if someone
dies — we want to figure out what happened, if there's any obvious clues.’”

The investigators told the Didiers there were two possibilities regarding the cause of
Zach’s death: natural causes or fentanyl.
"I know what fentanyl is, but how does that get into my house?” Chris Didier asked.
"My child is inside my house. He's not out in the dangers of the world. How does he
get it into his room? How does it get into his body?”

Bags of recently seized counterfeit pills made of Fentanyl are shown here, as captured
by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. (DEA)

What Chris and Laura soon learned was that their son had purchased what he
thought was a Percocet pill from someone on Snapchat. Instead, he ended up with
a counterfeit pill made up of fentanyl.

"We'd never heard of counterfeit pills,” said Zach’s mother, Laura Didier.
"We never heard about drug dealers preying on young people through social media
apps. This was not something we had any knowledge of, nor did our neighbors or our
friends or Zach's classmates. I mean, we were all completely blindsided to learn that
all of this was happening.”

"Social media is a very common platform. You can get whatever you want on social
media at any age, and I had no idea that [this] was going on.”
Both she and her husband were shocked to learn that their son, Zach, was able to
obtain the tainted pill so easily on social media.
"All the other parents that we knew, all of his soccer team, all of those friends — none
of us had ever heard of a counterfeit prescription pill that had only fentanyl in it as
the acting agent,” Chris Didier told Fox News.

"I also learned that social media is a very common platform. You can get whatever
you want on social media at any age, and I had no idea that that was going on.”

Synthetic opioids, primarily illicitly manufactured fentanyl, have become the primary
cause of overdose deaths in the U.S., especially among teens.
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Officials have a growing concern that middle school, high school and college-aged
kids are being targeted, as criminals make fentanyl pills disguised as Oxycodone,
Adderall and Xanax. (Cary Quashen)

Deaths linked to fentanyl among adolescents between the ages of 14 and 18 have
skyrocketed year over year, representing 77% of adolescent deaths among teens last
year alone, according to a study released in April by the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA).

"One-time users are most likely to die from it because they have no tolerance, and
they don't have any idea what they were taking,” Dr. Olivia Rae Wright, a family
medicine and adolescent addiction specialist in Vancouver, Wash., told Fox News.

Shocking report
It was last November that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
released a shocking report: It indicated that over 100,000 drug overdose deaths in the
U.S. occurred during the 12-month period ending in April 2021. That's an increase of
almost 30% from the same time a year before.

Overdoses started to rise when heroin started getting laced with fentanyl as a filler to
push out more product, said one doctor.

Three out of every four Americans who died during that period were killed by
synthetic opioids, primarily fentanyl — and those numbers are continuing to rise,
driven in part by the number of people like young Zach Didier who never knew what
they were taking.

Dr. Wright said overdoses started to rise when heroin started getting laced with
fentanyl as a filler to push out more product.
"It was all happening in the Northeast, and the reason was because it started out just
being mixed with heroin,” she said. "The heroin on the East Coast tended to come
from China, and it was in a white powder form that was really easy to mix [with]
fentanyl.”



The Alameda County Sheriff's Office (California) announced on Twitter that its office
and the Narcotics Task Force recovered 42,000 grams of illicit fentanyl in Oakland

and Hayward. (Alameda County Sheriff's Office)

Wright added that it wasn’t a problem on the West Coast until the past 10 years, when
production of a particular type of heroin known as China White slowed down.
"China got a lot of pressure from the U.S. about this when it first started becoming a
problem,” she said.

"They quit making it as much. But what they do is, they send the precursors [base
chemical compounds] to Mexico, and so now it's … distributed in the United States,
and made its way to the West Coast.”

The addiction specialist also pointed out, "Once prescription opioids weren't as
available, then they [the drug dealers] were looking for other things to keep people
hooked and found that fentanyl was a great way to do it.”

Zach's parents, Laura and Chris Didier, said they were completely unaware of how
readily available drugs are on social media apps like Snapchat. (Laura and Chris

Didier)

She continued, "It started feeding into the supply, being mixed with other drugs, and
then just on its own now, and mostly in pill form.”

Trying to help others
Since Zach’s death, Laura and Chris Didier have used their experience to inform
other parents of the dangers of the counterfeit pills and the open drug markets on
social media.

"If we had known about this problem — if we had seen a news report about this or
seen a program in our school about this … we could have had this specific
conversation,” Laura Didier said.

She added, "If we'd been able to also tell our beautiful, vibrant child, 'If you ever see
something on social media, don't believe the deception. What they're selling is not
what they're telling you.’”



Concluded this mom, "I just wish we would have known that that had to be a
conversation.”

Teen Arrested For Shooting In School Parking Lot Released From Jail Less Than
24 Hours Later.
Holly Matkin - The Police tribune

Everett, WA – A 15-year-old boy who was arrested for allegedly shooting into an
occupied vehicle at Mariner High School was released from jail less than 24 hours
after deputies arrested him.

The Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) responded to the high school at
approximately 3:10 p.m. on June 13 after receiving a report of a shooting in the
parking lot, the department said in a press release on Wednesday.

Investigators said that a 15-year-old suspect had opened fire on two teens who were
sitting in a vehicle, then fled the scene on foot.

The victims sped off prior to the deputies’ arrival.

The SCSO used a K9 team to search for the gunman, but they were unable to
immediately locate him, according to the press release. Meanwhile, additional
deputies located the car the victims were traveling in and stopped them.
“They were not injured,” the SCSO said.
“Both victims were uncooperative and released.”

But they didn’t get to take their car with them, the sheriff’s office noted.
“The vehicle had a bullet hole and was seized pending a search warrant,” the SCSO
said.

https://policetribune.com/author/holly-matkin/
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/Archive.aspx?ADID=6860


Members of the SCSO’s Violent Offender Task Force (VOTF) tracked the suspect
down in the 2300-block of 119th Street Southwest at approximately 5:50 p.m. the
following evening.

The teen was arrested on charges of disturbing school activity, unlawful possession of
a firearm, and possession of a dangerous weapon on school property.

He was booked into the Denney Juvenile Justice Center and was later ordered to be
held on $250 cash bail or $2,500 bond during his initial court appearance on
Wednesday.
“He has since posted bail and was released,” the SCSO said.

Snohomish County Sheriff Adam Fortney said he was proud of the deputies’ “quick
response and thorough investigative work” in the wake of the shooting, but that he
was frustrated to learn the gunman was released less than one day after he was
apprehended.

“Public safety remains our top priority and the youngest members of our community
deserve to always be safe at school,” Sheriff Fortney said.
“I am discouraged to learn the suspect was released in less than 24 hours without an
ankle monitor or any additional layer of accountability and protection for our
community.”

Why Chinese Researchers Want to Destroy Starlink Satellites
Jowi Morales - MUO

In April 2022, a Chinese researcher published a paper declaring that the Starlink
Satellite constellation threatens Chinese national security.



MUO Why Chinese Researchers Want to Destroy Starlink Satellites

The report encourages the Chinese PLA to develop strategies to observe, disable, and
destroy not just individual Starlink satellites but the entire system. But why is Starlink
a threat to China, and would the Chinese government actually attack Starlink?

Concerns From the Chinese Military Establishment
In an article in China's Modern Defence Technology journal, Ren Yuanzhen from the
PLA's Beijing Institute of Tracking and Telecommunications asserted that Starlink
brings hidden dangers to the Asian country.

According to the Google-translated report:
Starlink as the most representative of all the current satellite Internet constellations,
its plan to form the largest network, the largest number of satellites launched, and the
UNITED States military to carry out close cooperation, while space exploration
technology (SpaceX) company independently has the ownership and control of the
entire industrial chain, to China has brought potential hidden dangers and great
challenges. Therefore, it is necessary to focus on the Starlink plan, sort out its
development status and characteristics, discuss its military application capabilities,
and give corresponding disposal suggestions.

Although the researchers recognize Starlink's contribution to developing internet and
communication technologies, they also shared how it can be used for other purposes.
According to the report, when SpaceX filed for a patent in August 2017, its included
satellite communication and transmission, satellite imaging, remote sensing, and
other services.

This broad application means that, alongside civilian applications, Starlink also has
massive military potential. This allegation is further supported by the US Military's
cooperation with SpaceX in developing and launching its satellites.

According to an English article published in May 2022 on the China Military website:
As a matter of fact, Starlink has cooperated with American military many times. In
2019, SpaceX received funds from the US Air Force to test how well Starlink satellites
can connect with military aircraft under encryption; in May 2020, the US Army
signed an agreement with SpaceX on the use of Starlink's broadband to transmit data

https://www.xdfyjs.cn/article/2022/1009-086X/1009-086X-2022-50-2-11.shtml?utm_source=syndication
http://eng.chinamil.com.cn/view/2022-05/05/content_10152439.htm


across military networks; in October 2020, SpaceX won a USD 150-million contract
to develop military-use satellites; in March 2021, it announced its plan to work with
the US Air Force to further test the Starlink Internet.”

At the time of writing, there is no official word or comment from the Chinese
military's top brass yet, so there's no certainty whether they see Starlink as a real
threat.

Starlink's Military Capabilities
Modern Defence Technology<\/a>"">
According to the report, one of the biggest augmentations Starlink provides to the
US's combat capacity is its ability to provide low-cost and high-speed internet
globally. As combat systems become digital, so is the need to transmit more
information reliably.
In fact, as reported by Teslarati, the US Air Force successfully tested Starlink with the
F-35 Lightning II for Agile Combat Employment. The results saw Starlink providing
internet connection much quicker than current military satellites.

https://www.teslarati.com/elon-musk-starlink-us-air-force-tests/?utm_source=syndication


Furthermore, Starlink has over 2,000 satellites in low-earth orbit, with plans of
putting up to 40,000. Once Starlink deployment is complete, SpaceX will have
24-hour coverage of the globe.

The researchers fear Starlink satellites can carry capabilities like
photo-reconnaissance, infrared imaging, radar, and other payloads. This means they
might have difficulty determining which satellite is used purely for commercial
purposes and which ones have military capabilities.

Another issue raised is that the US could use the Starlink platform for detecting and
tracking missiles and hypersonic vehicles. Although there's no confirmation that the
Starlink platform is indeed used as such, Reuters reported in 2020 that SpaceX would
build missile-tracking satellites for the Pentagon.

All these reports are just Starlink's potential for military use. However, this was
proven when Elon sent Starlink internet kits to Ukraine. According to the presentation
deck he gave to SpaceX employees in June 2022, they've already sent 15,000 Starlink
kits to help keep Ukrainians connected.

https://www.makeuseof.com/starlink-satellites-negatively-impacting-astronomers/?utm_source=syndication
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-space-exploration-spacex-satellites-idUKKBN26Q3A5?utm_source=syndication


And it's not just civilians taking advantage of it, as Business Insider reported that
Starlink changed the war in Ukraine's favor.

How Will China Combat Starlink?
Because of Starlink's capabilities, researchers recommended several things. Some of
these include China expanding its monitoring capabilities, including increasing its
resolution and the capacity to read more satellites.

But their biggest recommendation is that the PLA must have the "ability of low-orbit
group target system confrontation.”

Due to the extremely large number of Starlink satellites and their short lifespan, they
are very prone to fall or lose control in orbit, and it also has a strong ability to
change orbits, so we need to have a certain ability to deal with it. In addition, the star
chain constellation constitutes a decentralized space system, and the confrontation
with it is not "individual confrontation” but "system confrontation”, which must be
disposed of by low-cost and high-efficiency means.

An Attack on Starlink Seems Unlikely
Sun Tzu's The Art of War says, "If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need
not fear the result of a hundred battles.” Starlink, which allows seamless global
satellite communications and can possibly host other sensors, does give the US
efficient communication. And, if they use it to host other technologies, it will allow
them to observe China constantly.

Nevertheless, this is just a research paper. Although China and the US frequently
clash on the world stage, there is no reason for them to act against Starlink for now.
So, if you're a Starlink user, this report is just that—a report. It's not an official
strategy or action by the PLA. Besides, the US has its own anti-satellite capabilities,
too.

https://www.businessinsider.com/elon-musk-starlink-satellites-helping-ukraine-fight-soldier-2022-4?utm_source=syndication


Explosion may have hit IRGC missile base in west Tehran - report
TZVI JOFFRE - The Jerusalem Post

Photo credit: MAJID ASGARIPOUR/WANA (WEST ASIA NEWS AGENCY) VIA
REUTERS

An explosion was heard in western Tehran early on Saturday morning, with initial
reports and satellite imagery indicating that a missile base belonging to the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) was attacked.

Early Saturday morning, social media users in Iran reported hearing a large
explosion in western Tehran with some reporting that they had seen a flash from a
blast. Some other users reported seeing a fighter jet flying low over the city, raising
speculation that the "explosion” heard was just a sonic boom.

Amir Farshad Ebrahimi, a researcher at the Global Institute for Democracy and
Strategic Studies think tank and a former member of an Iranian militia called Ansar-e
Hezbollah, shared a photo reportedly from the area where he said the light of an
explosion was seen.



Later on Saturday and on Sunday, unconfirmed reports began spreading largely on
social media and among Iranian opposition sources that the Shahid Hemmat
Industrial Group missile base in western Tehran, which was last attacked in
September of last year, had been attacked yet again.

On Sunday, the Intelli Times intelligence blog shared satellite imagery showing what
appeared to be damage to the roof of a structure in the Shahid Hemmat base which
had been struck in the September incident.

https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/fire-in-iran-occurred-at-secret-irgc-missile-base-report-680760
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On Saturday, the Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Qabas cited "well-informed Iranian sources”
claiming that the Shahid Hemmat base was seemingly attacked by drones on Friday
night. According to the report, drones launched from within Iran not far from the
base hit the site.

Al-Qabas added that new tests of ballistic missile engines had recently been
conducted at the base. Iranian state media and Iranian officials had not referred to,
confirmed or denied the reports as of Monday afternoon.

Second explosion to hit the IRGC missile base in a year
On September 27, 2021, an explosion was reported at the Shahid Hemmat base, with
ImageSat International publishing satellite imagery showing damage to a structure at
the site. Two IRGC employees were killed and another was injured in the incident,
referred to as a "fire” by Iranian media.



In December, The New York Times reported based on "people briefed on the actions”
that Israel had consulted with the US before striking the missile base in September.

The Shahid Hemmat Industrial Group has been targeted by US sanctions in the past,
with the US Department of the Treasury calling the group "Iran’s primary developer
of liquid propelled missiles.”

Israeli campaign against Iran intensifying



On Monday, The Wall Street Journal reported citing "people familiar with the effort”
that Israel was intensifying its campaign of covert operations to thwart Iran's nuclear,
missile and drone programs.

People briefed on the Israeli strikes told WSJ that Israel has been using small drones
to hit Iranian nuclear facilities and an Iranian drone base.

On Monday, IRGC commander Hassani Ahangar told Iranian media that the death of
an Iranian Defense Ministry engineer at a site in Parchin in May 2021 was caused by
"industrial sabotage.”
The alleged attack on the Shahid Hemmat base comes just days after Iran announced
that it was preparing to conduct a test launch of its Zuljanah solid-fuel satellite
carrier rocket.

Seyed Ahmad Hosseini, a spokesperson for the Iranian Defense Ministry, told the
Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) that three test launches of the Zuljanah rocket
had been planned, with one test launch already having taken place last year and two
more test launches planned. Iranian media called the test launch last year
“successful.”

The Zuljanah is a three-stage rocket that uses both solid and liquid fuel engines. The
rocket is able to carry cargo weighing up to 220 kg and reach a height of 500 km,
according to Hosseini.

Shortly before the Defense Ministry's announcement, The Intel Lab and IIS research
associate John Krzyzaniak published an analysis of satellite imagery, showing
possible preparations for a satellite launch at the Imam Khomeini Space Center near
Semnan, Iran.

Just days before that, the Iranian Defense Ministry announced the “martyrdom” of
Iranian aerospace scientist Mohammad Abdous during an unspecified “mission” in
the Semnan province. The Saudi-backed television station Iran International claimed
that Abdous had been working on “building and developing weapons for Hezbollah in
Lebanon.”

While Iran does not currently have ballistic missiles that can reach much of Europe,
the solid propellant stages used by the Zuljanah could be used in a future ICBM to
deliver payloads of about 500 kg to ranges of at least 4,000 km - far enough to reach
all of Europe - if Iranian officials decide to move forward with the development of
such a weapon, according to the Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security (JISS).

This makes the Zuljanah a “candidate precursor” for an ICBM that could hit core
members of the European Union.

Russia Strikes Ukrainian Positions, Residential Areas in Donbas
Thomas Grove, Mauro Orru & Matthew Luxmoore - The Wall Street Journal
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MYKOLAYIV, Ukraine—Russian forces launched airstrikes and artillery attacks as
they pressed their offensive in eastern Ukraine and the fight for control of the key city
of Severodonetsk intensified, while the southern port city of Odessa was rocked by
explosions.

STRINGER/REUTERS Russia Strikes Ukrainian Positions, Residential Areas in
Donbas.

The uptick in fighting in the east comes a day after Ukrainian forces targeted Russian
positions, including weapons depots and military bases, in a bid to slow Moscow’s
offensive while waiting for more Western arms to be deployed to the battlefield.

Russian Su-25 attack aircraft struck residential areas and Ukrainian positions in the
Luhansk region, Ukrainian officials said Monday, as Russia struck Lysychansk, west
of Severodonetsk. To the south of Severodonetsk, Russian forces had concentrated
troops in an attempt to make a breakthrough to overrun Ukrainian positions.

Luhansk regional governor Serhiy Haidai warned that some loss of Ukrainian
territory could be imminent but the country’s forces would continue to defend it.
“A lost village doesn’t mean the war is lost,” he wrote on Telegram. “Luhansk region
will be defended to the last.”

For the past month and a half, the fighting in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas area has
been concentrated around Severodonetsk, the administrative center of Luhansk, which
together with the Donetsk region makes up Donbas.

While Russian troops have made slow gains in the city, at heavy cost to both sides,
they have so far failed in their efforts to take it over completely or to cut off the main
access road to the remaining Ukrainian-held parts of Luhansk, such as Lysychansk.
Mr. Haidai said Ukrainian officials were working to evacuate remaining residents
from front-line towns and villages.



For years after independence from the Soviet Union, Ukraine’s Russian-speaking east
played an outsize role in the economy and politics. That dynamic changed after a
Russian-backed separatist movement resulted in the breakaway of Moscow-controlled
statelets in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions.

Despite the offensive, Russian airstrikes Monday were focused on a limited area,
underscoring how cautious Moscow has been to use air power since the start of the
conflict. Ukrainian troops have used portable air-defense systems to shoot down
dozens of planes and helicopters.

Military analysts have cited Russia’s inability to coordinate air and ground attacks
earlier this year in its offensive on Kyiv as a decisive factor in its failure to capture
the capital.

In Odessa, loud blasts were heard as the city center was busy with families strolling
through the parks and locals dined outside restaurants that had opened up their
summer terraces. Loudspeakers urged residents to take cover, though few paid
attention when an air-raid siren rang out.

Early on Monday, Ukrainian soldiers armed with weapons resembling Soviet-made
Igla surface-to-air-missile systems patrolled a pier in the city’s south, as beachgoers
violating a ban on swimming watched. City authorities said two rockets were shot
down.
Serhiy Bratchuk, a spokesman for the Odessa regional administration, said a goods
warehouse was hit later in the day. He said no one was hurt in the attack. “The
realities of war have not disappeared,” he wrote on Telegram. “However much we
may hope for that.”

The U.K.’s Ministry of Defense said Monday that Russian ground and air operations
continued to focus on Donbas during the weekend, as Ukraine stepped up artillery
and missile strikes against Russian-controlled parts of the region.

“[Russia’s] failure to consistently deliver air power is likely one of the most
important factors behind Russia’s very limited campaign success,” the ministry said.
Ahead of a meeting of European Union leaders later this week to approve Ukraine’s
EU candidacy, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stressed the importance of
Kyiv’s ties to the rest of Europe. EU membership would formally cement Kyiv’s ties
with the West and strike at Russia’s prime objective of bringing Ukraine closer into
the Kremlin’s orbit.

“I think it is obvious to everyone that since 1991 there have been few such fateful
decisions for Ukraine as we expect now. And I am convinced that only a positive
decision meets the interests of the whole of Europe,” Mr. Zelensky said.

Asked at an appearance at Rehoboth Beach, Del., on Monday about EU membership
for Ukraine, President Biden said, “I think that’s likely, very likely, to happen.”

In the northern Kharkiv region, where Ukrainian forces last month succeeded in
beating back Russian troops, the governor said Russia was still launching localized



attacks to hold the region in a state of fear and warned that Moscow hadn’t given up
on territorial gains there or on the regional capital, also named Kharkiv.

“For the last day, the enemy has been beating on the outskirts of the city,” said the
governor, Oleh Synehubov. “The enemy hasn’t given up on Kharkiv, but the
Ukrainian Armed Forces are ready for anything from the occupiers.”

In Russia, Aleksandr Bogomaz, the governor of Bryansk region, wrote on Telegram
that a resident of the village of Suzemka was wounded as a result of shelling that he
said came from Ukraine. Ukraine’s Defense Ministry didn’t immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Cross-border shelling has occurred on both sides during the conflict, and Russian
officials have reported a number of civilian deaths.

Sergei Aksyonov, who serves as the head of Russian-occupied Crimea, wrote on
Telegram that Ukrainian forces had struck drilling platforms owned by gas company
Chernomorneftegaz, injuring three people. Ukraine didn’t comment on the claim.

Ahead of a meeting of EU foreign ministers in Luxembourg on Monday, EU
foreign-policy chief Josep Borrell said the bloc is supporting United Nations efforts to
persuade Russia to unblock the export of grain from Ukrainian ports but provided no
specifics.

“One cannot imagine that millions of tons of wheat remain blocked in Ukraine while
in the rest of the world people are suffering hunger,” he said. “This is a real war
crime so I cannot imagine that this will last much longer.”

He said later the EU was in touch with African countries concerned that the bloc’s
sanctions were disrupting imports of vital materials, like food and medicine, from
Russia and the bloc would look at any specific problems raised, including restrictions
on purchases of potash for fertilizers from Belarus.

He said the bloc was also ready to provide comfort letters and other assurances to
banks to ensure they weren’t refusing to make payments for food and medicine
imports from Russia.

However, Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis said the only realistic
way of ensuring the export of Ukraine’s grain is to provide military equipment to
Ukraine that can ensure it can defend its port cities, such as Odessa, if it opens the
ports to allow vessels to export the grain.

“If we are serious about helping to solve the food crisis we have to be serious about
defending the ports,” he said. “Unfortunately there is no other way.”

Also Monday, Mr. Landsbergis pushed back on claims from senior Russian
lawmakers accusing Lithuania of blockading Russia’s Kaliningrad region, which is
sandwiched between Poland and Lithuania.



Mr. Landsbergis said Lithuania’s railroads had informed clients that from June 17,
they would no longer deliver goods recently sanctioned by the EU, including steel and
products made of iron ore.

“It is done with consultations with the European Commission and under the
European Commission guidelines. So I think that there was some false
information —not for the first time —announced by the Russian authorities,” he
said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Monday, in comments carried by Russian
state news agency TASS, that Lithuania’s move was unprecedented and a “violation
of everything.”

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said that if transit between Kaliningrad and the rest of
Russia isn’t restored in full in the near future, Moscow “reserves the right to take
action to safeguard its national interests.”

Mr. Borrell said later he was “always worried” by Russian threats of retaliation but
echoed Lithuania’s explanation that it was applying EU sanctions in line with EU
guidelines and had done nothing to affect land transit between Kaliningrad and
Russia.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba wrote on Twitter that Kyiv was behind
Lithuania’s “principled stance” and that “Moscow has only itself to blame for the
consequences of its unprovoked and unjustified invasion of Ukraine.”


